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The Department of Gender Studies
In collaboration with
The Department of Gerontology
will be hosting a Public Lecture entitled:

‘’Invisible women – what can we learn about ageing from the
voices of women ageing solo? ’’
Speaker: Prof Trish Hafford Leitchfield
Venue: GW114 – Gateway Building – Mikiel Anton Vassalli – Room 114 – L-Universita’ ta’ Malta
Date: Thursday 6th September 2018
Time: 17:00 till 18:30
Policy attention to ‘successful’ ageing has yet to take account of the impact of the rise in non-traditional
family relationships. The focus of this presentation is on Solo women - women who are ‘not-partnered’,
without children and who are aged 50 years and over. Little is known about the life trajectories of Solo
women as they move into later life and there is a paucity of research seeking to understand their
experiences of ageing, support networks, social connectedness and personal relationships. I will be drawing
on selected findings from a study which explored the dynamics and issues impacting Solo women in later
life using a range of methods. These included a literature review; demographic analysis, an online survey
and from in-depth narrative interview data from 31 women in England and Ireland. These findings captured
a rich picture of Solo women’s own subjective perspectives about the links between their relationship
status and wellbeing in later life.
The general public is cordially invited to attend this public lecture.
RSVP Ms Marica Galea on 2340 3956 or send an email to marica.galea@um.edu.mt
Dr Trish Hafford-Letchfield is Professor of Social Care Middlesex University, London, UK and
research fellow Stellenbosch University, South Africa. She is a qualified nurse and social worker
with more than 20 years as a social worker, the last 10 years of which she managed service for
older people. Trish has since remained active in older people’s services as a trustee, activist and
researcher. Her research and teaching interests are concerned with marginalised communities
in ageing. She has a particular interests in LGBTQ and sexuality issues throughout the
lifecourse. Trish has published 14 books and more than 50 peer reviewed papers and her contributions can
be viewed here: http://eprints.mdx.ac.uk/view/creators/Hafford-Letchfield=3ATrish=3A=3A.html. Her
most recent book ‘Sexuality, sexual and gender identities and intimacy research in social work and social
care: a lifecourse epistemology (Eds) Priscilla Dunk-West and TrishHafford-Letchfield was published in
2018 by Routledge, London. https://www.routledge.com/Sexuality-Sexual-and-Gender-Identities-andIntimacy-Research-in-Social/Dunk-West-Hafford-Letchfield/p/book/9781138225879

